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SUB J : SECURITY SITUATION ON THE WEST BANK 

REF: STATE 122496 

1 . THE WEST BANK AND EAST JERUSALEM REMAINED 
GENERALLY CALM IN JUNE. ONLY SIX BOMBS WERE 
REPORTED IN THE LOCAL PRESS, AND MOST OF THEM 
WERE DEFUSED OR EXPLODED BY ISRAELI SAPPERS. 
BUINESS STRIKES MARKED THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE JUNE WAR, BUT THEY WERE NON-VIOLENT AND 
SHORT. NO INJURIES WERE REPORTED AND THE ONLY 
FATALITIES OCCURRED WHEN SHEPHERDS TRIGGERED A 
MINE. 

2. COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR MAY AND JUNE BASED ON 
GENERALLY RELIABLE PRESS REPORTS: 
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3. COMMENT: RELATIVE CALM ON THE WEST BANK MAY BE 
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CREDITED TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS. FIRST, SINCE THE 
ELECTION OF A LIKUD GOVERNMENT, THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
UNAUTHORIZED SETTLEMENT ATTEMPTS NOR ATTEMPTS TO 
CHANGE THE RELIGIOUS STATUS QUO IN HEBRON OR JERUSALEM. 

SECOND, WEST BANKERS ARE UNCERTAIN AND CAUTIOUS ABOUT 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT AND NOT INCLINED TO TEST IT. 

THIRD, PALESTINIANS ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE AMERICAN 
PEACE EFFORTS AND ARE WAITING TO SEE IF POSITIVE RESULTS 
WILL BE FORTHCOMING THROUGH DIPLOMANCY. 
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